
West Bridgewater Historical Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

May 3, 2016 

 

Location:  West Bridgewater Town Hall – Small Conference Room 

Called to Order:    6:32 P.M. 

Present:  Commission Members Jim Benson, Bob Bevis, Joan McAndrew, Tom McAndrew, Dorna Bevis, 
and Chris Newman 

Absent:   Jon Ames II 

Quorum met with six of seven members present. 

The members reviewed the minutes of the April 5, 2016 meeting and found five typos.  Chris moved to 
accept the minutes as corrected, Tom seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

Joan reported the latest balance in the Operating Budget is $484.27 and the Donation Account 
contained $4,328.56. 

Chris updated the status of the Boston Post Cane.  She reported that the family of Milton E. Hallin was 
not interested in the cane and the next person in line was ineligible having lived in Town less than 10 
years.  Chris said she would contact Doris M Corazzini of Esther Drive, who is the next eligible person. 

Bob asked Jim if the Commission’s Annual report was submitted in time for inclusion in the Town Annual 
Report book.   Jim said that it was. 

Bob said he has been playing phone tag with Conrad Electric about starting electrical work in the Fire 
Barn, but said that Conrad left a message earlier today stating that work could start as early as 
tomorrow, May 4, 2016. 

Bob also said that he had met with Frank Higgins, owner of Higgins Antiques, East Center Street in Town 
and Frank asked if he could talk to the Commission members about restoring the stairs to the upper 
level of the Fire Barn and adding plywood to the floor.  Bob said he would get back to Frank and invite 
him to meet with members at a field trip in the Fire Barn/Town Museum at 6:00 on June 6, 2016,  prior 
to our next meeting at 6:30 P.M. in the Town Hall. 
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Bob mentioned that the West Bridgewater Historical Commission should contact Town Administrator 
David Gagne to have the ladders, display cases and the hanging heater declared surplus/not useable.  
Jim said he would contact Mr. Gagne. 

Discussion then centered on what to do next on the Fire Barn/Town Museum.  It was agreed that the 
Commission should contact Thomas Stone of Stone Concrete to revisit his quote of September 16, 2015 
to refinish the Fire Barn floor for the amount of $1,900.00.  Bob said he would contact Mr. Stone. 

Jim asked if there was any more old business. 

Dorna asked what was the status of getting captions for the pictures in the Town Hall Conference 
Rooms.  Jim responded that they would have to wait until Stonehill College’s graduation activities are 
completed. 

Bob added that he will be on the Executive Committee of the newly reorganized Old Bridgewater 
Historical Society. 

Moving on to new business, Jim announced that the Annual Town Meeting will be held on June 13, 
2016.  He said there were several articles that may concern the Commission and asked if any member 
would like to represent the Commission at the Town Meeting, so he would not have to remove himself 
as Moderator at the meeting.  Bob said that he would represent the Commission on the floor of the 
meeting. 

Bob reported that Jack McDonald has a seven foot saw blade that was once in the vertical saw located in 
the War Memorial Park.  Bob added that Jack would like the blade to be included in the Town Museum. 

In other new business, Jim said it was time for the Commission to vote on its annual reorganization.  
After discussion Jim agreed to keep his title as Chairman, Bob agreed to continue as Vice Chairman and 
Tom agreed to stay on as Secretary.  Chris moved to keep the current structure of the Commission, 
Dorna seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

Hearing no more new business, Chris moved to adjourn, Tom seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 P.M. 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday June 6, 2016 at 6:30 P.M. in one of the Town Hall Conference 
Rooms. 

Respectfully submitted by Tom McAndrew 


